


a
( t '
1*
t*
o '

I

C
C

l ,
tA-l\-r\J

Wi ne EsUoUes
" I t 's  

an evolut ion process,  i t  c . locsn ' t  charngle n ' rv  l j1 'e , "  Belnar-cL Portet  to lc l
THE TASTING PANEL..  Novs is  t l ' ra t  ( .krs dur  Vr l ,  t ) - ic  Nalrar  V.r l lcv u inulv  e , r '

founded by Portc t  and.krhn C,oclet .J5 vcars ac1o,  I - ras. jo incc l  l i r lces u ' i t l ' r  i ts  s is tcr
propert ic .s  to forr r  Cuelet  Wir- re Estates ( ( rWE)to r .ualkct  thc lan ' t i l \ t 's  f i t ,c  q lobal

wine brands.
"When I  s terr ted l t r i th  C,oeiet  in  1970,  hc.  hacl  th is  c l lobal  c . l is t l i l r r , r t ior . r  i r lca i i ' r

m ind , "  Po r te t  po in tec l  o r , r t .  "F ina l lV  h i s  son  ( - l - r l i s t i an  l a l so  ( . ha i l n ran  o f  t hc  con r -
panv l  se  t  t l t e  ,  l r ' , . ' t r r r r  i r r t ,  ,  r ' t ' t r l i lV .
The r -nove coordinates t l - re salcs,  d is t r i l r r - r t ion i r r r r . l  nr : r r l<c l in !J  lcsoLl lccs ot  i ts

u l t ra-prcnr i r - rnr  1) ionce r inc l  n , incr- ics:  ( . los c l r , r  Vr l .  la l t i r l r - r i  V i r - icvalc ls  in  \ / ic tor ta,
Aus t ra r l i e t ;  ( . l ovc r  H i l l  an r . l  La l l e r  ( l u l l v  i n ' l as r - r - ran ia . ,A r - r s t l i r l i iU  an r l  l ) on ra ine  c l c
Nizars in  t l - rc  Lanclurct loc (F lar- rcc) .

"Our l  objcct ivc in  l i r rnr inc l  ( i \ \ tL :  is  to  ; l r -ov i r lc  i r  pr . r l t f i r l io  i . r l  r i 'o l l t l  c lass r r  i l tcs
tha t  e r l r r css  cach  s i t c ' s  r cc l i on tL l  ch i r l i i c t c l i s t i c s , "  c r l r l l r i nc r l  l ) o r ' t c l ,  r r ' l r o  r r  i l l

ove l scc  r v i r . r cn rak i r - r c1  f o l  t l - i c  c r . r t i l c  l c l l o i r ' < l l i v c r t  po r ' t l i r l i o .
W h c n  a s k c c l  i l  I l ' r c  p l o r l r - r c t i o n  l c v c l  u ' i l l r l o u ' u ' i l l r  ( i \ \ r l " s  l i r l n l L t i o n ,

P o l t c I  a n s r ' v e  l c c l ,  
" (  ) u l  l r l r l t l o l i c l ' r  i s  l t o I  i r l r o r r I  v o l t r n r e ;  i t ' s  l r l i o L t l  i n t l t ' . r s i n , l

c 1 r - r a l i t y . "  H c  a l s o  n r u i r . r t i r i n c r l  t h a t  l r y  o l l ' c l i n r y  t l r i s  n t r l  r l i n r e n s i o r r  o l  l r r l . r c l s  I o

rv l - ro lcsa lc  r . l i s t l i l . r r - r t i r . rn  l ) iu ' t l r c ls ,  ( ioc lc t  \A / inc  Ls l lL lcs  u ' i l l  l re  le r l l r t ' r le r l  l r s  i r

n t r . r l c  c r . rn . rp lc tc ,  r l i vc lsc  i r r - r r l c r . ro l r l i i . r l r t c r l  po l t l i r l i o .  " \ \ rc  rv i l l  l r c  l  rno l ' c  he .L t ' \ '

cl r - r tv  l r l r rvcr- . "
P r . r r ' [ c t  i i l so  l ooks  l i r l u r rL r - c l  t o  t l r c  coo l c l i n l r t c r l c l l i r r ' [  r r n r l o l r c r r  con rn rL rn ie  r r

t i on  on  thc  l t r oc l r - r c l i on  s i c . l c .  "Wc  l ' r i r vc  cnh i rnce t l  ou r  u , i r i c r r r i i l < i n r1  [ e  i Ln t  l r n r l
I t . r c l c thc r -  \ vc  c i l n  con t i nu i r l lV  i n r l r r ovc ,  so l r . ' c  pn r l r i e  n rs  l r n i l  s l r u l c  l r c t t e  l  i c l e i r s
in v i t ic i , r l l r - r rc  l . rv  r , r t i l iz i r - rc1 a i l  r . r l  t .ur  coml. r incr l  rcsor- r rces."  l l

Bennond Ponbeb oF Clos du Vol ond GoeleE Wine EsEoEes.
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Seventeen acres of vineyards stretch out along steep hills on the Baldacci estate.The
wines, deeply intense but armed with mouth-grabbing fruit, scream Stags Leap District.
Once a grower vineyard, selling grapes to Shafer, Clos du Val and other distnct wineries,
Baldacci finallv made its first estate wines in 2000.

The caves were drilled that same year and now the 3,000-square-foot underground
storage has enough space for at least two vintages worth-about three thousand cases
Winemaker Rolando Herrera has been cal led a magician. The wines, al though made in
small quantities, sell out every year. His Carneros Pinot Noir project (23 acres) is a veri-
table Pinot nursery, where Herrera plants "every Pinot Noir  c lone imaginableJ'  l l
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